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Welcome to Concepts of Physical Science-the study of Earth Systems, Chemistry, Forces/Motion,

Energy, and Astronomy. You will further develop the skills and habits of the minds of scientists and

expand your problem-solving and decision- making abilities.

Materials: Students need the following:

Stylus

Earbuds

Pencils and blue/black pens

A set of dry erase markers

Grading: Students will accumulate points throughout the grading period, which will be converted to

a percentage and letter grade. Assignments will come from the following categories.

● Homework – Students should expect homework most evenings. It will be checked or collected

next class for completion or correctness. Completion of homework is crucial for success on

assessments.

● Progress tracker- Students should keep a detailed record of the scientific knowledge gained

in class. Students will be responsible for keeping up with the notes and models. The progress

tracker will be checked for completion and effort at least once per unit.

● Labs - Laboratory activities may include pre-lab assignments, active participation in the lab,

and completion of any written work associated with the post-lab.  This will include models

and C.E.R. paragraphs.

● Graded “Check-ins”- Students will complete Google Form check-ins related to the concepts

and skills related to the unit. These will be announced and students will be able to use

resources to complete the check-ins. These might include multiple choice, short answer

questions and/or simple models.

● Engineering Projects - Projects will be assigned with ample time for students to complete the

work.  Projects will often require collaboration amongst students. This grade will have an

individual component as well as a collaborative component.

● Final Models - At the end of some units, students will complete a comprehensive model to

explain the initial phenomena. These models will show a culmination of the unit’s concepts

and vocabulary.
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● Capstone Project - Students will complete a year long capstone project in which they will

immerse themselves in solving a problem by using science and engineering practices. The

project will have multiple checkpoints throughout the year, and culminate with a poster

presentation in June. This grade will have an individual component as well as a group

component.

Note- A grade of 83 or higher must be maintained in this course to be considered

for placement in Honors Biology at GLHS.

Tardy Policy: In order to maximize learning, students must report to class on time.

● 3 tardies will result in a teacher lunch detention.

● Every third tardy thereafter will result in an office detention.

Absentee Policy: Students will take responsibility for the following procedures following an absence.

● Assignments that were due on the day of the absence are due the day that the student

returns to school.  Upon return to school, students are responsible for any previously

announced check-in’s, assignments or projects.

● Upon return to class, the student is responsible for checking with the teacher to review what

work was missed. Students are encouraged to first check Google Classroom. Students have

one day for every day absent to make up work.  It is up to the student to schedule a time to

make up any work done in class.

● Students who are in school, but missing science for music lessons, field trips, appointments

etc. are expected to check in with the teacher.  Students should bring any assignments due

and collect the work they will miss.

Late Work:

● Homework must be complete and ready to turn in at the beginning of the period.  Given that

homework is often reviewed during class, daily homework will NOT be accepted late.

● Late labs, long-term assignments and projects will lose 5% for each class period they are

late.

● Late work can be turned in until we

complete  a unit,then it will not receive

credit.

● Work assigned on Google Classroom will be

marked late even if complete but not

Turned In

Academic Integrity: As members of the Columbia Middle School community, students are expected to

demonstrate honesty and integrity at all times.

● I will not tolerate cheating.   If you cheat on an assignment or test the following actions will

be taken:

1. The student will receive a zero as a grade.

2. Principal and Assistant Principal will be notified.

3. Parent/Guardian will be notified.
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4. After conferencing with the classroom teacher, the student may be offered an opportunity

to correct the assignment for partial credit removing the zero grade.

5. The student will be subject to disciplinary action.

● Copying another student’s work, allowing someone to copy your work, and not citing sources

from books, the Internet, etc., whether homework, project, or test, is cheating.

● Students will be informed when they are allowed to work together.  Even in cases of

collaboration, your answers should be in your own words.   DO YOUR OWN WORK.

Home Communication: I look forward to working with you to give your student the best opportunity

for success. Please contact me if you have questions or concerns, or if there is a change at home of

which I should be aware.

● Email - Email is the best way to contact me.   I generally check email daily on weekdays, but

may not be able to respond fully to a question or request immediately.  I will acknowledge

your email as soon as possible, and follow-up if necessary.

● Telephone—If you wish to talk to me on the phone, please email me with a date and time

that will work for you.  I will make every effort to call you at this time, or to schedule a time

that works well for both of us.

● Google Classroom-Homework assignments, resources, electronic handouts, links, and

information about upcoming assessments will be listed in Google Classroom.  To login to

Google Classroom visit my website, find your block, and follow the instructions.

Course Sequence: Concepts of Physical Science is a comprehensive course that covers aspects of

chemistry, energy, physics, and astronomy.   The course content has been grouped into units of

study.

Code of Conduct

Students at Columbia Middle School are expected to deport themselves in a way that allows for the

best education environment for all to learn.  By understanding and abiding by the following

expectations, this classroom will allow for optimal learning and success for all students.

Student Expectations:

1. Respect yourself, others, and the classroom.

● Actively listen and participate in classroom activities.

● Treat others with kindness and respect.

● Follow classroom safety rules.

2. Be prepared to do your best in class each day.

● Have required materials.

● Be seated and begin work when the bell rings.

● Follow all directions the first time they are given.

● If you are remote:
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o Choose to fully engage and actively participate in all class meetings, assignments, and

class activities (Zoom, Google Meet, etc.).

o Be visible during the lesson with my camera on at all times.

o Use conferencing technology to ‘raise my hand’ to ask questions

3. Follow all school rules.

● No food, candy, drinks (except water) or gum in the classroom.

● Keep all electronics (i.e. earbuds, cell phones, etc.) turned off and put away.

● Fighting, horseplay, the use of obscene language or gestures and throwing objects will not be

tolerated.

Consequences for Misbehavior:

The following sequence of events will be followed in the event that students do not abide by the

classroom expectations.

1. Verbal warning from teacher.  Student will acknowledge the expectation he/she has broken.

2. Conference with teacher after class.

3. Student will complete a behavior action plan to acknowledge the negative behavior and

determine an appropriate course of action.  Parents will be contacted to discuss the misbehavior,

the action plan, and next steps.

4. Administration will be involved and a disciplinary referral will be written.

In the event of extreme or dangerous misbehavior administration may be involved immediately.

Science Safety Rules

Throughout the course of the school year, students will be participating in laboratory

activities to enhance the content and develop the skills and habits of mind of scientists.  In order to

ensure safety for all in the classroom, it is imperative that the following safety rules are adhered to.

1. Conduct yourself in a responsible manner at all times.

2. Always wear safety goggles when working with chemicals, burners, or any substance or object

that may injure eyes.

3. Read all directions for an experiment carefully before beginning.  Follow directions exactly as

they were written.  If you are in doubt about any part of an experiment, ask your teacher for

assistance.

4. Never perform activities that are not authorized by your teacher.

5. Never mix chemicals or other substances for the fun of it.

6. Tie back long hair to keep hair away from chemicals, burners or other laboratory equipment.

Before working in the laboratory, remove or tie back any articles of clothing or jewelry that may

hang down or touch chemicals.

7. If spills occur, sponge up with water immediately and notify your teacher.

8. Rinse all acids and caustic chemicals off your skin or clothing with lots of water (flood the area).

Immediately notify your teacher of any chemical spills.
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9. Many chemicals are poisonous.  Never touch, taste, or smell any chemical.  If instructed to smell

any chemical in an experiment, always use your hand to waft some of the fumes from the

opening of the container toward your nose.

10.Never heat any chemicals unless instructed to do so.

11.Never leave a heating chemical unattended.

12.Never heat a liquid in a closed container.

13.Always point a test tube or bottle that is being heated away from you and others.

14.Dispose of all chemicals and materials as instructed by your teacher.  To avoid contamination,

never return unused chemicals to their original containers.

15.Never use broken or chipped glassware.  Never return chipped or broken glassware to the

shelves.  If glassware breaks, notify your teacher.

16.Never force a glass thermometer or glass tubing into a rubber stopper.  Use a twisting or turning

motion and a lubricant.

17.Maintain a clean work area.  Keep only necessary materials by your side.

18.Never eat or drink in the lab unless authorized to do so.  Wash your hands after each

experiment.

19.When an experiment is completed, always clean up your work area and return equipment to its

proper place.

20.Students are held accountable for their actions in lab.  A breakage fee will be assessed for any

equipment broken or damaged.

Please review the entire syllabus with your parents and then digitally sign the

document using the form in posted in Google Classroom
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